
 November 21, 2022 

 Dear Link Families: 

 It is hard to believe that Thanksgiving is here!  It feels as if the year is flying by!  I’d like to share one 
 of my favorite daily jokes for this month that I shared with the students: I had thought about taking a 
 job that paid me in vegetables, but the celery was unacceptable! 

 Jokes help us to start the day in a positive way, and that mindset is important to set us up for 
 learning. November’s IB trait is that of being an Inquirer and our attitude is having Curiosity.  I 
 witness this on a daily basis, as students in every class are sounding out words, interpreting ideas, 
 solving mysteries and being word detectives, learning about text features, adding simple and complex 
 numbers, learning about decimals, etc etc --and then applying these skills across all the content areas. 
 It is a thrill to see and I’m so proud of the work that is being done. Link is alive with learning! 

 We are also learning to think about our emotions and use ways which help us handle them.  The 
 CCSD is committed to the work of the Yale RULER program, and here at Link we are using these tools 
 on a daily basis. Social/Emotional Learning has become an integral part of our work (and the work of 
 every school) each and every day. Please ask your child about the Mood Meter and their classroom 
 calming corner. 

 Thank you for posting the “shout out” to your child during the days of our Parent/Teacher 
 Conferences. This simple “installation” in our main hallway has had a huge effect on your children! 
 They have loved looking for their note and walk away smiling from ear to ear. Promoting the positive 
 and catching them doing something good certainly helps to elevate their self esteem and empower 
 them. 

 Last week our Grade 5 students enjoyed receiving their T-shirts and were treated to a bagel breakfast 
 given by the PTA.  We also had the popular “Link-a-Roni” dinner return on Friday evening and this 
 was another enjoyable event!  I appreciate the work of the PTA  and those parents who volunteer their 
 time to arrange these events and activities. 

 I sincerely hope that all of you enjoy a restful and happy Thanksgiving holiday.  I am traveling locally 
 to my middle daughter’s home in NJ.  She and her husband bought a house this year and they want to 
 have Thanksgiving in their new home.  My other children will also be joining us, so I am delighted 
 that the family can gather together.  Although Sarah is technically “hosting,” please know that I will 
 actually be doing the cooking. The work doesn’t end even when your children are grown - and I 
 wouldn’t have it any other way! 

 Enjoy your time raking leaves, watching football, and savoring the delicious meals.  As we express our 
 gratitude, I am so thankful to be here at Link serving as your principal where we work together to help 
 our child learn and grow. 

 Sincerely, 

 Mary Bish, Principal 


